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SUBJECT: LATEST DEVELOPMENT IN VESCO AFFAIR 

1. IN AN OPEN LETTER TO LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
ALFONSO CARRO THAT WAS PUBLISHED DECEMBER 1 1. 

JULIO RODRIGUEZ, ASSISTANT DIRECOTR OF "LA REPUBLICA," 

SPECIFIED UN DEPUTY SIGURD KOBERG AS THE DEPUTY THAT 
HAD OFFERED HIM A HIGH POST ON THE STAFF OF THE NEWSPAPER 
"EXCELSION.” RODRIGUEZ’ LETTER WAS WRITTEN IN RESPONSE 
TO AN ASSEMBLY DEMAND ON DECEMBER 10 THAT "LA REPUBLICA'S" 
DIRECTOR. RODRIGO MADRIGAL, NAME THE DEPUTY WHOM HE 
HAD CHARGED, IN HIS ANTI- VESCO SPEECH LATE LAST WEEK, 

TRIED TO HIRE RODRIGUEZ ON BEHALF OF VESCO. RODRIGUEZ SAID 
IN HIS LETTER THA KOBERG IN EARLY NOVEMBER HAD INVITED HIM 
TO HIS OFFICE WHERE HE PRESENTED 5 PROPOSALS FROM ROBERT VESCO. 
RODRIGUEZ SAID THESE WERE: (1) A HIGH POSITION IN "EXCELSIOR;" 

(2) TO MANAGE A LARGE PUBLIC RELATIONS AGENCY; (3) TO SET HIM UP 
IN A BUSINESS; (4) TO CONCEIVE AND EXECUTE 
A PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN, BOTH IN COSTA RICA AND ABROAD, 

TO IMPROVE VESCO'S IMAGE; JTB(5) TO WRITE THE LIFE 
OF VESCO. RODRIGUEZ GAVE HIS OATH THAT THESE 

PROPOSALS WERE MADE BY KOBERG IN THE NAME OF VESCO. RODRIGUEZ 
ALSO MENTIONED OTHER ASPECTS OF THE 

NOVEMBER CONVERSATION. HE SAID THAT KOBERG TOLK HIM HE 
HAD UNSUCCESSFULLY TRIED TO GET UN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
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WANTED TO FINANCE THE UN'S CAMPAIGN DEBT ON THE 
CONDITION THAT THE UN PARTY BE HEADED BY GUILLERMO 
RAMIREZ JIMENEZ. 

3. KOBERG'S UNCONVINCING DEFENSE IN THE ASSEMBLY YESTERDAY 
(DEC.l 1) WAS TO CATEGORICALLY DENY THAT HE HAD MADE THE OFFERS TO 
RODRIGUEZ AND ESTABLISH THE MATTER AS HIS WORD AGAINST RODRIZUEZ. 

4. COMMENT: AS THE ASSEMBLY ADJOURNED, AT LEAST 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS, ON DECEMBER 1 1 AFTER PASSING THE 

FAMILY ASSISTANCE BILL, THIS ISSUE WILL NOT HAVE ANY IMMEDIATE 
POLITICAL FALL-OUT OTHER THAN A FEW DAYS OF PRESS PLAY. 

IT MAY BE COMBIND WITH OTHER ASSEMBLY ITEMS HOWEVER 
IN JANUARY WHEN IT NOW APPEARS THE ASSEMBLY WILL BE 
CALLED BACK INTO EXTRAORDINARY SESSION TO DEBATE 
THE CONSUMER BILL. 

LANE 
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